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Thank you for your interest in the art songs of American composer Kathleen Lockhart Manning.

We are currently performing our program: In Conversation & Recital:  Songs of Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951).  In this program, we are taking an unconventional approach.  I speak about each of the songs in a conversational manner, using carefully selected objects to engage with aspects of each song.  We like to tailor our selection of songs for the audience, so these may vary from program to program.  For example, our program for a lunch time concert began with 11 of our favorite songs in conversation.   The second part of this program consisted of the song cycle “Songs of Egypt” in a conventional formal manner.  And for our program for an elementary school, we selected 10 songs that the younger children would enjoy, and presented these in conversation. In all of the songs that we perform, the words and music are by Mrs. Manning.
I am thrilled by the possibility of performing for you!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
Sincerely,

Jane Foster
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Carla Mariani, Piano - Jane Foster, Soprano
In Conversation & Recital

 Art Songs by Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951)

Wednesday October 24th at 12:30pm

The Church of the Holy Trinity on Rittenhouse Square
1904 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA

Information: 215.829.8944

Admission is free
FQA
What is an Art Song?

An Art Song is poetry set to music – Poetry slammed in the Classical vein

Who is Kathleen Lockhart Manning?
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American composer Kathleen Lockhart Manning was born in California in 1890.  She was a piano prodigy and began composing at the age of 5.  She traveled the world studying, performing and experiencing life.  Ultimately she focused on composing music.
Her Art Songs are her greatest body of work.

In Conversation & Recital
An unconventional approach – speaking about the songs, 

using carefully selected objects to engage with aspects of each song 
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Jane Foster, Soprano – Carla Mariani, Piano

In Conversation & Recital
The Songs of Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951)
Jane Foster has appeared in opera and recital in Europe and the United States.  She made her European operatic debut as Gilda (Rigoletto) as a guest artist with the Silesian Theater in Opava, Czech Republic.  Since this debut, Jane has added many roles to her repertoire including the role of Elsa (Lohengrin) which she recently performed in concert in New York City.  Her New York Debut Recital in Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall was devoted entirely to a program of French Romances & Mélodies.  Of Jane’s debut recital, music critic, Leighton Kerner said:”. . . Jane’s artistry enabled her to penetrate to the core of the song.”  For the past few years, Ms. Foster has devoted herself to the research, study, performance and recording of the Art Songs by American composer Kathleen Lockhart Manning.  Not limiting herself to earlier works, Jane has commissioned Philadelphia composer Andrea Clearfield to write a song for voice and chamber ensemble based on Jane’s poem, L is for Laughter.

Carla Mariani is an accomplished pianist who currently resides in Philadelphia, PA.  In addition to her work with Jane, she has accompanied many other vocalists, instrumentalists and choir groups.  She performed locally and internationally as accompanist and singer for a touring sacred music group in Germany, England and America for four years.  Throughout her career, Carla has served as pianist/musical director for many theatre groups.  She is currently co-producer/musical director of a monthly variety show called Mélange Theatre "Live".  In addition she has played in the Matinee Musical Club piano ensemble and has served for many years as a church pianist and singer.
Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951) was born in Hollywood, California on a ranch which is now incorporated into the property of Universal Studios.  She began playing the piano and composing at age 5 and as a young woman she traveled the world pursuing her art.  In 1908 she studied advanced piano & composition in Paris with Moritz Moszkowski.  During the 1911-1912 season, she sang in London with the Hammerstein Opera Company.  World War I brought her back to the United States.  Soon after her return, she began to focus on composing.  She was the first woman composer to audition an opera for the Metropolitan Opera in New York.  Her largest body of work are her song compositions, and for many of these, the texts are her own.
Recordings 
Ms. Foster and Ms. Mariani have recorded 35 of Mrs. Manning’s songs on the CD:
To the Mart of Dreams/Songs of Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951) Vol. 1.

“ …each (song) is a miniature gem…”

Journal of the international alliance for women in music

Their new CD recording is:  An Invitation to Cocktails, Songs of Kathleen Lockhart Manning, Vol. 2, part I
Featuring the song cycle Cocktails, composed in Hollywood, 1929
Soon to be released:  Songs of Egypt, Songs of Kathleen Lockhart Manning, Vol. 2, part II

Featuring the song cycle, Songs of Egypt
Engagements  - RECITALS  Art Songs of American Composer Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951)

Frankford Friends School 
Philadelphia, PA

March 14, 2008
Richard Allen Charter School
Philadelphia, PA

November 15, 2007
Brown Bag Concert 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, PA
October 24, 2007

Jacobs Music
Steinway Hall, Lawrenceville, NJ

May 17, 2006
Jacobs Music
Recital Hall at Jacobs Music, Philadelphia, PA
May 3, 2006
Recital and Presentation
Hawaii International Conference on Arts & Humanities
January 2006

Brown Bag Concert 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, PA
September 7, 2005
Mélange Theater
The Rotunda, Philadelphia, PA

February 20, 2005
Jacobs Music
Steinway Hall, Lawrenceville, NJ

November 21, 2004

Jacobs Music
Recital Hall at Jacobs Music, Philadelphia, PA
November 3, 2004

Rosemont College 
Philadelphia, PA 

December 4, 2003

1427 Salon
Philadelphia, PA 

November 12, 2002

Matinee Musical Club
Academy of Music Ballroom, Philadelphia, PA 
November 12, 2002

Nicholas Roerich Museum, 
New York City

March 3, 2002

Trinity Church, Gulph Mills
King of Prussia, PA

April 28, 2001

Trinity Center for Urban Life 
Philadelphia, PA

March 16, 2001

Matinee Musical Club 
Academy of Music Ballroom, Philadelphia, PA
March 14, 2000
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Jane Foster, Soprano

Carla Mariani, Piano

In Conversation & Recital

Art Songs by Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951)
October 24th  Philadelphia, PA

The Church of the Holy Trinity on Rittenhouse Square

In Conversation

From the Song Cycle


Vignettes 
Offering 



Illusion




A Winter Afternoon


Sketches of New York
The St. Regis Roof 


Cocktails
Dregs


Japanese Ghost Songs
In the Bamboo



Vignettes
Treasure




Brooding


Chinese Impressions
Nang-Ping


Sketches of Paris
In the Luxembourg Gardens


The Tale a Garden Told
Strawberries

Recital


Songs of Egypt
Sphinx

Moonrise

Egyptian Love Song

Dusk on the Desert

The Camel Rider

Journal of the
 international alliance for women in music
 Vol. 11, No. 2 - 2005

Compact Disc Review

“To the Mart of Dreams: Songs by Kathleen Lockhart Manning (1890-1951) Vol. 1” 

Jane Foster, soprano, and Carla Mariani, piano. Produced by George Blood Audio, Philadelphia, PA
By Diane Follet

Philadelphia artists Jane Foster and Carla Mariani have collaborated on this album of song. If, as its title suggests, this is the first of a multi-volume project, it is an ambitious and worthy undertaking. The 35 songs on this CD are captivating.

Composer Kathleen Lockhart was born in 1890 in Hollywood, California. Her musical talent emerged early, as she began playing piano and composing at age five. She traveled the world, studying in Paris, debuting at Covent Garden, and performing in London with the Hammerstein Opera Company. She returned to the United States just prior to World War I. Lockhart was affiliated with the National Federation of Music Clubs, which provided an audience for her music. When she married Ned Manning, a wealthy businessman, her livelihood no longer depended on a musical career, and she ceased promoting her works. Nonetheless, she was the first woman to have an opera auditioned by the Metropolitan Opera Company, and her songs were published by Carl Fischer and G. Schirmer. Kathleen Lockhart Manning died in 1951 at the age of 60.

Manning’s affinity for the voice is apparent in these songs, for which she wrote her own texts. The text-setting is elegant, mostly syllabic, but for important words, the music bends and stretches to accommodate a drawing-out of the text. Fluid melodies result from surprising sequences of intervals that pique the ear. Manning’s conventional harmonies are sprinkled with dissonance for effect. 

The title of the CD is taken from the opening line (“To the mart of dreams I will take my wares…”) of the song on the first track, “Illusion,” from Vignettes. The collection is not conceived as a song cycle, and the second selection from Vignettes, “Departed,” appears on the penultimate track and serves as the composer’s moving musical farewell to her husband. All of the songs are brief, ranging from 41 seconds to 2:45 minutes, but each is a miniature gem. 



Soprano Jane Foster renders the songs with intelligence and grace. She effectively colors her voice to highlight the text or play a role. Foster’s diction is excellent, and intelligibility is crucial, since the texts are not included in the liner notes. To this listener’s ear, Foster’s voice is better at a softer dynamic; otherwise, a vigorous vibrato threatens the stability of the pitch. Pianist Carla Mariani performs with clarity and sensitivity, providing textural variety while supporting the singer.


Five of the collections reference places: Sketches of New York, Japanese Ghost Songs, Sketches of Paris, Sketches of London and Chinese Impressions. It is not clear if Manning actually visited these places, but she evokes a convincing atmosphere for each of them. Manning moves through a variety of moods within every collection, primarily by changing tempo and texture. Of the collections for which a date is given, Sketches of New York, composed in 1936, is the most recent. The songs have a contemporary edge and are vaguely reminiscent of Charles Ives in their musical language and compactness of expression. Pentatonic scales pervade Japanese Ghost Songs and Chinese Impressions. In “The Lamplighter” from Sketches of Paris, Manning references a nursery rhyme, sung by soprano Jane Foster in a credible child-like voice. The most charming and imaginative set is The Tale a Garden Told (Burlesque en Miniature). A different vegetable speaks in each song, and Manning’s musical imagery captures the humor inherent in such a situation. Vocally, this may be the most rewarding set, as Foster excels at characterizing each vegetable with a different voice. The final track, “Prayer,” is a fervent expression of faith that brings the recording to a satisfying close. 


When I began this review, Kathleen Manning was unknown to me. The more I listen to her work, the more I hear. I am struck by the breadth of her musical language and her ability to effectively portray a place, a mood, or a character in the space between voice and piano, all in less than three minutes time. Foster and Mariani are to be commended for bringing life to these songs. Their efforts have resulted in a CD that encapsulates the marvelous music of Kathleen Manning.

Diane Follet is Assistant Professor of Music at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA, where she teaches theory, physics of music, women in music and voice, and conducts the college orchestra. Her areas of research include music theory pedagogy, women and gender in music, and 20th- century opera.
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